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Abstract
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The current study aimed to identify the challenges of
empowering women in the tourism investment sector
in the Petra Region. It focused on understanding the
reality of Jordanian women's empowerment in desert
tourism investment, the nature of their work in the
tourism sector, and the roles they undertake. An
integrative methodology was used, deemed suitable
for the study's objectives. Data collection relied on
interviews and questionnaires, with a random sample
selected from women working in the tourism sector
in Petra. The questionnaire was administered to a
sample of 50 women employed in the tourism sector.
Additionally, field observations and on-site
monitoring were conducted, including interviews
with 15 women working in the sector. All collected
data were valid for statistical analysis. The study's
findings indicated that personal challenges ranked
highest, followed by social, family, and
environmental challenges. The results also showed
that women's empowerment is most evident in the
economic sphere. The most common occupation
among women in the sector was mobile vending,
followed Dby roles in restaurants and hotels,
specifically in cooking and cleaning. Reception work
in tourism offices and tour guiding were also noted.
The study recommended providing women with
opportunities to participate in tourism-related
decision-making by empowering them to assume
senior administrative and leadership positions, based
on their academic and professional qualifications.
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