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The Names and Styles of Men's Garments from
the Old Kingdom to the 20th Century
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Abstract
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The men's Garments is considered one of the tangible
aspects of Egyptian cultural heritage. This study
presents the traditional cloak in Upper Egypt, tracing
its form from ancient Egypt to the 20th century, with
the aim of documenting and clarifying its historical
significance.The study adopts a historical
methodology, which allows for an analysis of the
natural evolution of the cloak, particularly in ancient
Egypt, among both royalty and common individuals.
Additionally, a descriptive approach is employed to
examine and describe the men's cloak and its
development across different historical periods,
emphasizing its textile composition and the most
significant discovered examples.The comparative
method is used to highlight similarities and
differences among various styles of cloaks, whether
for royalty or commoners, from the earliest historical
periods until the end of the 20th century. Meanwhile,
the analytical method is applied to determine whether
the origins of these garments are exclusively
Egyptian or influenced by external traditions.The
study explores the men's cloak from ancient times to
the 20th century, outlining the primary raw materials
used in cloak production throughout history. It also
examines the cloak during ancient Egyptian, Greco-
Roman, and Islamic periods, highlighting the
transformations in men's attire following the advent
of Islam in Egypt. Finally, it discusses the men’s
cloak in the 20th century, with a particular focus on
the Sa‘idi cloak (Upper Egyptian cloak) and the
Nubian cloak, along with their modern names in the
20th century.
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