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One of the most significant architectural elements found in
most Omani forts and castles, and considered one of their
essential architectural units, is the Barzah. This space
represents an important part of Omani heritage, reflecting
aspects of political and social life in the Sultanate of Oman. It
served as a venue for discussing matters of national
importance,  including  political,  economic,  social,
administrative, and cultural issues, showcasing how social and
political relations were managed in ancient Omani
communities.

The Barzah was not merely an ordinary room within Omani
forts and castles; rather, it played a highly functional role. It
was a formal council chamber dedicated to meetings,
discussions, and decision-making, presided over by the Imam
or Wali, who would sit at the head, surrounded by high-
ranking officials, judges, tribal leaders, scholars, and key
figures from the state or province.

Although the Barzah Majlis shares a common purpose with the
Sabla - as both serve as spaces for receptions, discussions, and
conflict resolution - there are distinct differences between
them, which this study highlights.

The architectural design of the Barzah clearly reflects its
functional purpose, as its dimensions and layout were dictated
by its intended use. The rectangular space varied in size
between different forts, accommodating many guests received
by the Imam. The Barzah Majlis could host up to 50
individuals, each seated cross-legged in a designated space of
approximately 0.75 meters. This study aims to highlight the
importance and role of the Barzah Majlis within the forts and
castles of the Sultanate of Oman as a vital part of Omani
heritage while also examining its functional and architectural
characteristics.




